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International Compost Alliance to celebrate World Soil Day

BRUSSELS, 5 December 2024 - The International Compost Alliance (ICA) is thrilled to

announce its celebration of World Soil Day on the 5th of December, embracing the global

theme for this year, 'Caring for soils: measure, monitor, manage', which stresses the
importance of accurate soil data and information in understanding either: soils'
characteristics or soil characteristics and supporting informed decision-making on
sustainable soil management for food security.

Measure, monitor, manage.

Key facts:

= 95% of our food comes from soils.

= 33% of soils are degraded world-wide.

= It can take up to 1000 years to produce just 2-3 cm of soil.

= Soils supply 15 of the 18 naturally occurring chemical elements essential to plants.

= There are more living organisms in a tablespoon of soil than people on Earth.

= Over the last 70 years, the level of vitamins and nutrients in food has drastically
decreased.

= Two billion people worldwide suffer from lack of micronutrients, known as hidden
hunger.

in 2050.
= Up to 58% more food could be produced through sustainable soil management.

= Up to half of our household waste could be composted to nurture our soil.

= Agricultural production will have to increase by 60% to meet the global food demand

World Soil Day serves as a significant occasion to highlight the crucial role that soil, and

water play in sustaining life on our planet. The ICA, along with its members spanning from

New Zealand to Canada, is proud to participate in this celebration by hosting a series of

enlightening webinars. These internet-based webinars are available globally and will focus



on the vital role of compost in maintaining healthy soils, promoting sustainable agricultural
practices, and providing practical insights on minimizing contamination in compost.

Join us for a day of knowledge-sharing and discussions as we explore the profound
relationship between soil and water, which is indeed the wellspring of life. The details of
these webinars and events are outlined below, offering a unique opportunity to learn from
experts in the field and discover the latest advancements in composting and sustainable
agriculture.

Webinars and events of the members of the International Compost Alliance
(ICA)
on 5th December 2024

10 am Canada (EST) / 3 pm UK (UTC), Compost Council of Canada and REA

Title: Residual Compost Boosts Soil Health and Plant Stress Tolerance

A free webinar

Registration:

https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN _gmr7NfWRxmgulzISPH1SA#/registration

11 am New Zealand (UTC-11), WasteMINZ

Title: Reclaiming Resources: Optimising Soil Reuse in Infrastructure and Development

Free for WasteMINZ members, $59+GST for non-members.

Registration and further info here:
www.wasteminz.org.nz/Events/reclaiming-resources-optimising-soil-reuse-in-infrastructure-

and-development

2 pm Europe (CET; UTC+1), European Compost Network ECN

Title: Healthy Soils with Compost — The Benefits of Compost Use to Soil Organic Matter

A free webinar.

Registration and further info here: https://www.compostnetwork.info/world-soil-day-2024-

programme/

3 pm Canada (EST) / 8 pm UK (UTC), Compost Council of Canada and REA

Title: Direct evidence on the impact of organic amendments on carbon stabilization in soil
microaggregates

A free webinar

Registration:

https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN uMDgfPMHS3WjOjGfo6gdoA#/registration



https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__gmr7NfWRxmguIzISPH1SA#/registration
http://www.wasteminz.org.nz/Events/reclaiming-resources-optimising-soil-reuse-in-infrastructure-and-development
http://www.wasteminz.org.nz/Events/reclaiming-resources-optimising-soil-reuse-in-infrastructure-and-development
https://www.compostnetwork.info/world-soil-day-2024-programme/
https://www.compostnetwork.info/world-soil-day-2024-programme/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_uMDqfPMHS3WjOjGfo6gdoA#/registration

Events

10 am Milan, Italy (CET; UTC+1), Consorzio Italiano Compostatori

Title: World Soil Day event: From earth to the Earth — Soil between climate change and
new lifestyles

An in-person event

Registration and further info: https://www.compost.it/news/giornata-mondiale-del-suolo-

2024-8ed/

About the International Compost Alliance:

**Vision**

The International Compost Alliance envisions a world where the recycling of organic waste is
maximized to produce high-quality compost and digestate, thereby nurturing healthy soils,
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, enhancing food security, and contributing to the
circular bioeconomy.

**Mission**
Our mission is to foster collaborative efforts to maximize organic waste recycling and
advance the production of certified, high-quality compost for the benefit of the
environment, society, and our members. In pursuit of this mission, the Alliance aims to:
= Serve as a 'think tank' and platform for sharing knowledge and ideas among Alliance
organizations.
= Promote international evidence and information locally to members of Alliance
organizations.
= Communicate joint strategic messages that align with the interests of Alliance
organizations and their members.
= Advocate for the benefits of the organics recycling industry on a global scale,
engaging with entities such as NGOs, United Nations organizations, and relevant
policymakers.
The International Compost Alliance is committed to promoting sustainability and
responsible environmental practices, and we are proud to contribute to World Soil Day's
mission of raising awareness about the vital importance of soil and water in sustaining life
on Earth.

For further information and updates on the ICA's World Soil Day webinars, please visit our
website at www.internationalcompostalliance.org or contact your national organics

recycling association.


https://www.compost.it/news/giornata-mondiale-del-suolo-2024-8ed/
https://www.compost.it/news/giornata-mondiale-del-suolo-2024-8ed/
http://www.internationalcompostalliance.org/

Contact:

John McKew

National Executive Officer

Australian Organics Recycling Association
Member - International Compost Alliance
john@aora.org.au

0434 711011

Founding Members of the International Compost Alliance include:

o The Australian Organics Recycling Association (AORA) is the national voice for businesses

across the organics recycling supply chain. AORA envisions a future where recycling and
reuse of organic materials within a circular economy is widely understood and supported
by Australians. AORA works to facilitate an operating environment which maximises the
recycling and reuse of organic materials, and promotes the benefits of compost, soil
conditioners and mulches across the Australian community and business.

e Compost Council of Canada (CCC) serves as the central resource and network for the

organics recycling industry in Canada. The Council’s involvement in standard-setting and
regulatory developments, operator training and certification, communication and
networking help to support their charter to advocate and advance organics residuals
recycling, digestate and compost use and assist their members to contribute to the
environmental sustainability of the communities in which they operate.

® FEuropean Compost Network ECN is the leading European membership organisation

promoting sustainable recycling practices in composting, anaerobic digestion and other
biological treatment processes of organic resources. ECN represents more than 4.500
biological waste management plants in 27 European countries with a treatment capacity
of more than 45 million tonnes per year.

e International Solid Waste Association (ISWA). ISWA is an international network of waste

professionals and experts from around the world whose mission is “To Promote and
Develop Sustainable and Professional Waste Management Worldwide and the Transition
to a Circular Economy”. Its working group on biological treatment specifically focusses on
composting and anaerobic digestion.

e Cré the Composting and Anaerobic Digestion Association of Ireland is a non-profit

association of public and private organisations, dedicated to growing the biological
treatment sector in Ireland.

e WasteMINZ (Waste Management Institute of New Zealand) is the largest representative
body of the waste, resource recovery and contaminated land management sectors in New
Zealand. Formed in 1989 it is a membership-based association with over 1,500 members
— from small operators through to councils and large companies, including industrial and
community composting facilities.


https://www.aora.org.au/
http://www.compost.org/
https://www.compostnetwork.info/
https://www.iswa.org/biological-treatment-of-waste
http://www.cre.ie/web/
http://www.cre.ie/web/

e The Association for Renewable Energy and Clean Technology (REA) is the UK’s largest trade

association for renewable energy and clean technologies with members operating across
heat, power, transport, and the circular bioeconomy. REA Organics forum promotes the
benefits of composting, aerobic and anaerobic digestion, and other biological treatment
techniques and the use of biologically treated materials for the enhancement of the
environment, business and society.

e The United States Composting Council (USCC) is a non-profit trade organization dedicated

to the development, expansion, and advocacy of the composting industry. The USCC
achieves this mission by encouraging and supporting compost related research,
promoting best management practices, establishing standards, educating professionals
and the public about the benefits of composting and compost utilization, enhancing
compost product quality, and developing resource materials for compost manufacturers
and markets for compost products.

® The Compost Research & Education Foundation (CREF) is a US non-profit charitable

organization that supports initiatives that enhance the stature and practices of the
composting industry by supporting scientific research, increasing awareness, and
educating practitioners and the public to advance environmentally and economically
sustainable organics recycling. The CREF increases awareness and educates the public
through supporting public outreach and targeted activities including updating and
creating compost resources and publications as well as developing local and national
campaigns to raise public knowledge of composting and its importance to long-term
sustainability.

e The Italian Composting and Biogas Association (CIC) is a non-profit organisation

established in 1992, and currently the only association in Italy for the recovery and
recycling of organic waste. CIC’s mission is to enhance recycling and prevention of bio-
waste, share knowledge and know-how among its associates, enhance compost quality
and market, perform technical training for the composting sector, assist government
bodies in improving bio-waste recycling. CIC gathers more than 150 members, mainly
composting and integrated anaerobic digestion and composting facilities, where bio-
waste is recycled into high-quality compost. These plants recycle 80% of Italian
separately collected bio-waste.

e The Organics Recycling Association of South Africa (ORASA) is an industry body
representing the organic waste recycling industry. Our mission is to promote and expand

the organics recycling market, support our members and champion the recycling of all
organics through different mechanisms in South Africa. ORASA is committed to
commenting on and influencing legislation that regulates organics recycling within South
Africa. ORASA currently has 49 members across Western Cape, Gauteng, Eastern Cape
and KwaZulu-Natal.


https://www.r-e-a.net/
http://www.compostingcouncil.org/
http://www.compostfoundation.org/
http://www.compost.it/
https://orasa.org.za/

